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Chapter 1
Chapter 2 - Antigonus proclaims the 'Freedom of the Greeks'  

In the spring of 314, the Third War of the Diadochi broke out. Antigonus Monophthalmus, who ruled great parts of Asia between the Hellespont and the Hindu Kush, had to fight against a coalition of Cassander of Macedonia, Lysimachus of Thrace, Ptolemy of Egypt, and Seleucus, who had once been satrap of Babylonia but had been expelled by Antigonus. One of Antigonus' diplomatic initiatives was the proclamation of the independence of the Greek towns, which would seriously handicap Cassander. The story is told in the World History of Diodorus of Sicily (19.61-62). The present translation was made by M.M. Austin.   

 Antigonus established friendship with Alexander son of Polyperchon, who had joined him. He also summoned a general assembly of his troops and of the resident foreigners and accused Cassander,   invoking the execution of Olympias and the fate of Roxane and the king [1]. Antigonus added that Cassander had forced Thessalonica [2] to marry him, that he was manifestly seeking to appropriate the throne of Macedonia, and also that he had settled the Olynthians, the worst enemies of the Macedonians, in the city he named after himself [3] and had restored Thebes which the Macedonians had razed to the ground [4]. 

As the crowd shared his indignation he moved a resolution that Cassander should be regarded as an enemy, unless he destroyed the two cities, released from captivity the king and Roxane his mother and restored them to the Macedonians, and in general obeyed Antigonus, the appointed general who had received the supervision of the kingdom. All the Greeks should be free, exempt from garrisons, and autonomous. 

The soldiers carried the motion and Antigonus dispatched messengers in every direction to announce the resolution. He calculated as follows: the Greeks' hopes for freedom would make them willing allies in the war, while the generals and satraps in the eastern satrapies, who suspected Antigonus of seeking to overthrow the kings who had succeeded Alexander, would change their minds and willingly submit to his orders when they saw him clearly taking up the war on their behalf. Having done this he gave 500 talents to Alexander and dispatched him to the Peloponnese with great hopes for the future. 

He sent for ships from the Rhodians and, having equipped most of those that had been built, he set sail against Tyre. Through his command of the sea he prevented grain being imported to the city and maintained the blockade for a year and three months. The besieged were starved into submission. Ptolemy's soldiers he allowed to go away with their possessions, and after receiving the surrender of the city he placed there a garrison to defend it. 

While this was happening, Ptolemy heard of the resolution concerning the freedom of the Greeks which the Macedonians with Antigonus had passed, and drafted a proclamation in much the same words to convey to the Greeks that he cared no less for their autonomy than did Antigonus. Each side saw that to gain the goodwill of the Greeks would carry no little weight, and so they vied with each other in conferring favors on them.

Note 1: Olympias, the mother of Alexander the Great, had been murdered in 315. 

Note 2: Thessalonica (351-294) was the half-sister of Alexander the Great, and married to Cassander in 315. The city Thessaloniki is called after this lady. 

Note 3: In 316, Cassander had refounded Potideia, and had settled people of the neighboring towns in this city. Cassandreia was meant as the new capital of Macedonia. 

Note 4: Alexander the Great had destroyed Thebes in 335 (text). 

Chapter 3 -The end of the Macedonian royal house  

In 311, the Diadochi concluded a peace treaty. Ptolemy and Lysimachus were confirmed in their territories, Egypt and Thrace; Cassander and Antigonus Monophthalmus remained supreme commanders of the Macedonian forces in Europe and Asia; the Greek towns were recognized by all parties as 'free and autonomous' (but Cassander kept garrisons at several places); and it was agreed that the boy king Alexander, son of Alexander the Great and Roxane, would become sole ruler of the entire empire when he came of age, in 305. The result was, of course, that the royals were killed as soon as possible. Diodorus of Sicily tells the story in his World history (19.105.1-4); the translation was made by M.M. Austin.   

In the archonship of Simonides at Athens [1], Cassander, Ptolemy and Lysimachus put an end to the war against Antigonus and concluded a treaty. It was specified in it that Cassander should be general of Europe until Alexander, Roxane's son, should come of age, that Lysimachus should be master of Thrace and Ptolemy master of Egypt and the neighboring cities in Libya and Arabia, that Antigonus should command the whole of Asia, while the Greeks should be autonomous. 

Nevertheless they failed to abide by this agreement, and each of them put forward fair pretexts and sought to increase his power. Cassander saw that Roxane's son Alexander was growing up and that there were some who were spreading the word in Macedonia that one ought to release the boy from custody and hand over to him his father's kingdom. 

Afraid for his own safety, he instructed Glaucias, who was in charge of the boy's custody, to assassinate Roxane and the king and conceal their bodies, and not to report the deed to any of the others. Glaucias carried out the orders, and this freed Cassander, Lysimachus, Ptolemy and even Antigonus from anticipated fears about the king. For now that there was no one to take over the empire, those who ruled peoples or cities could each entertain hopes of kingship and controlled henceforward the territory under their power like kingdoms that had been conquered in war.

Note 1: He gave his name to the year 311/310.
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Chapter 15 - The coup of Agathocles (316)  

 In 316, the Syracusan general Agathocles seized power in his native city, which meant the end of the period inaugurated by Timoleon in which the Sicilian cities had been independent and had regained some prosperity. However, the island remained politically divided and threatened from the west, where Carthage loomed large. During Agathocles' tyranny, the lower classes of Sicily gained access to power. 

Diodorus of Sicily tells the story in his Library of World History 19.9, basing himself on a hostile source, Timaeus of Tauromenium. The translation was made by M.M. Austin.

After this [the massacre of the Syracusan oligarchs] Agathocles summoned an assembly and accused the Six Hundred [1] and the oligarchy they had previously set up. Claiming to have rid the city of the would-be tyrants, he declared that he was restoring to the people their full autonomy; his own wish was to be freed from his toils and live the life of a private citizen on equal terms with all. With these words he took off his military dress and exchanged it for a civilian dress, and was on the point of walking off after demonstrating that he was one of the many.[2] In behaving so he was playing the part of a man of the people and he knew very well that the majority of the assembly, as they were implicated in his criminal deeds, would never consent to entrust the office of general to anyone else.  

At once these men, who had plundered the property of their unfortunate [wealthy] victims, shouted not to abandon them but to take full control of affairs. Agathocles at first said nothing, but when the crowd became more insistent, he said he accepted the office of general provided he did not share it with others; he could not accept having to render accounts as one of a board of generals, as the laws required, for crimes committed by others. As the crowd agreed to let him be sole ruler, he was elected general with full powers and henceforth he ruled openly and controlled the city. 

As for the [wealthy] Syracusans who had not committed themselves, some were restrained by fear to submit, while others, being no match for the crowd, were deterred from making any hostile demonstration. There were also many poor and indebted men who welcomed the regime change; for Agathocles had promised in the assembly to carry out  a cancellation of debts and distribute the land to the poor. 

This done, he put an end to massacres and punishments, and undergoing a complete change showed himself considerate to the common people [3]. Conferring benefits on many, making encouraging promises to not a few, and by conversing in a friendly fashion with everyone he gained great favor. 

Although he wielded such great power, he did not assume a diadem, keep a bodyguard or seek to make himself difficult to approach, as is the custom with nearly all tyrants.[4] He also busied himself with the revenues and the manufactures of weapons and missiles and built more warships in addition to the existing ones. He also brought under control most of the forts and cities in the interior.

Notes

Note 1: An oligarchic body. 

Note 2: The many: the people, in its political sense - the commoners. 

Note 3: Diodorus seems to refer to something like the middle class: not the very poor which had made Agathocles tyrant, not the extremely rich, but the people between these extremes. 

Note 4:  -Later, Agathocles assumed the royal title, after the Successors of Alexander the Great had done the same.

The death of Philip Arridaeus  

After the death of Alexander the Great, his half-witted brother Philip Arridaeus became king; a general named Perdiccas was made regent (323-320), and later succeeded by Antipater (320-319) and Polyperchon. King Philip was married to Eurydice, who tried to prevent that he was used by his regents, and played an important role to replace Polyperchon with Cassander. 

One of Philip's enemies was his step-mother Olympias, who tried to make her grandson Alexander IV king, and sided with Cassander's enemy Polyperchon. Early in 318, war broke out between the two women. The story is told by Diodorus of Sicily (World history 19.11). The translation was made by Russel Geer. 

In Macedonia, when Eurydice, who had assumed the administration of the regency, heard that Olympias was making preparations for a return, she sent a courier into the Peloponnese to Cassander, begging him to come to her aid as soon as possible; and, by plying the most active of the Macedonians with gifts and great promises, she was trying to make them personally loyal to herself. 

But Polyperchon, with [king] Aeacides of Epirus as his ally, collected an army and restored Olympias and the son of Alexander to the throne. So, as soon as he heard that Eurydice was at Euia in Macedonia with her army, he hastened against her with the intention of deciding the campaign in a single battle. When, however, the armies were drawn up facing each other, the Macedonians, out of respect for the position of Olympias and remembering the benefits that they had received from Alexander, changed their allegiance. King Philip with his court was captured at once, while Eurydice was taken as she was making her way to Amphipolis with Polycles, one of her counselors. 

But after Olympias had thus captured the royal persons and had seized the kingdom without a fight, she did not carry her good fortune as a human being should, but first she placed Eurydice and her husband Philip under guard and began to maltreat them. Indeed she walled them up in a small space and supplied them with what was necessary through a single narrow opening. 

But after she had for many days unlawfully treated the unfortunate captives, since she was thereby losing favor with the Macedonians because of their pity for the sufferers, she ordered certain Thracians to stab Philip to death, who had been king for six years and four months [1]; but she judged that Eurydice, who was expressing herself without restraint and declaring that the kingdom belonged to herself rather than to Olympias, was worthy of greater punishment. She therefore sent to her a sword, a noose, and some hemlock, and ordered her to employ whichever of these she pleased as a means of death, neither displaying any respect whatever for the former dignity of the victim whom she was unlawfully treating, nor moved to pity for the fate that is common to all. Accordingly, when she herself met with a similar reversal, she experienced a death that was worthy of her cruelty. 

Eurydice, indeed, in the presence of the attendant prayed that like gifts might fall to the lot of Olympias. She next laid out the body of her husband, cleansing its wounds as well as circumstances permitted, then ended her life by hanging herself with her girdle, neither weeping for her own fate nor humbled by the weight of her misfortunes. 

After these two had been made away with, Olympias killed Nicanor, Cassander s brother, and overturned the tomb of Iolaus, avenging, as she said, the death of Alexander.[2] She also selected the hundred most prominent Macedonians from among the friends of Cassander and slaughtered them all. But by glutting her rage with such atrocities, she soon caused many of the Macedonians to hate her ruthlessness; for all of them remembered the words of Antipater, who, as if uttering a prophecy on his death bed, advised them never to permit a woman to hold first place in the kingdom. 

 Note 1: Philip Arridaeus became king in June 323 and was killed on 25 December 317. 

Note 2: There was a rumor that Antipater had ordered his son Iolaus to poison Alexander.
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Chapter 21 - The beginning of the Babylonian war  

In 320, Seleucus had been appointed as satrap of Babylonia, but Antigonus Monophthalmus had expelled him in the spring of 315. In May 311, Seleucus recaptured Babylon. This was the beginning of the Babylonian War, which was to last until the late summer of 309. Antigonus first sent his son Demetrius against one of the largest citie of the world. The story is told by Diodorus of Sicily (World History 19.90-93); the translation was made by Russel M. Geer. 

In Asia, after the defeat of Demetrius at Gaza in Syria [1], Seleucus, receiving from Ptolemy no more than 800 foot soldiers and about 200 horse, set out for Babylon. He was so puffed up with great expectations that, even if he had had no army whatever, he would have made the expedition into the interior with his friends and his own slaves; for he assumed that the Babylonians, on account of the goodwill that had previously existed [2], would promptly join him, and that Antigonus, by withdrawing to a great distance with his army [3], had given him a suitable opportunity for his own enterprises.

While such was his own enthusiasm, those of his friends who accompanied him were no little disheartened when they saw that the men who were making the campaign with them were very few and that the enemy against whom they were going possessed large armies ready for service, magnificent resources, and a host of allies. When Seleucus saw that they were terror-stricken, he encouraged them, saying that men who had campaigned with Alexander and had been advanced by him because of their prowess, ought not to rely solely on armed force and wealth when confronting difficult situations, but upon experience and skill, the means whereby Alexander himself had accomplished his great and universally admired deeds. 

He added that they ought also to believe the oracles of the gods which had foretold that the end of his campaign would be worthy of his purpose; for, when he had consulted the oracle in Branchidae [4], the god had greeted him as King Seleucus, and Alexander standing beside him in a dream had given him a clear sign of the future leadership that was destined to fall to him in the course of time. 

Moreover, he pointed out that everything that is good and admired among men is gained through toil and danger. But he also sought the favor of his fellow soldiers and put himself on an equality with them all in such a way that each man respected him and willingly accepted the risk of the daring venture. 

When in his advance he entered Mesopotamia, he persuaded some, of the Macedonians who were settled at Carae to join his forces, and compelled the rest. When he pushed into Babylonia, most of the inhabitants came to meet him, and, declaring themselves on his side, promised to aid him as he saw fit; for, when he had been for four years satrap of that country, he had shown himself generous to all, winning the goodwill of the common people and long in advance securing men who would assist him if an opportunity should ever be given him to make a bid for supreme power. 

He was joined also by Polyarchus, who had been placed in command of a certain district, with more than a 1,000 soldiers. When those who remained loyal to Antigonus saw that the impulse of the people could not be checked, they took refuge together in the citadel, of which Diphilus had been appointed commander. But Seleucus, by laying siege to the citadel amid taking it by storm, recovered the persons of all those of his friends and slaves who had been placed there under guard by the order of Antigonus after Seleucus' own departure from Babylon into Egypt. 

When he had finished this, he enlisted soldiers, and, having bought up horses, he distributed them to those who were able to handle them. Associating with all on friendly terms and raising high hopes in all, he kept his fellow adventurers ready and eager under every condition. In this way, then, Seleucus regained Babylonia.[5] 

But when Nicanor, the general in Media, gathered against him from Media and Persia and the neighboring lands more than 10,000 foot soldiers and about 7,000 horse, Seleucus set out at full speed to oppose the enemy. He himself had in all more than 3,000 foot and 400 horse. He crossed the Tigris; and, on hearing that the enemy were a few days' march distant, he hid his soldiers in the adjacent marshes, intending to make his attack a surprise. When Nicanor arrived at the Tigris and did not find the enemy, he camped at one of the royal stations [6], believing that they had fled to a greater distance than was the case. 

When night was come and the army of Nicanor was keeping a perfunctory and negligent guard, Seleucus fell on them suddenly, causing great confusion and panic; for it, happened that when the Persians had joined battle, their satrap Euagoras [7] together with some of the other leaders. When this occurred, most of the soldiers went over to Seleucus, in part because they were frightened at the danger but in part because they were offended by the conduct of Antigonus.  

Nicanor, who was left with only a few men and feared lest he be delivered over to the enemy, took flight with his friends through the desert. But Seleucus, now that he had gained control of a large army and was comporting himself in a way gracious to all, easily won over Elam, Media, and some of the adjacent, lands; and he wrote to Ptolemy and his other friends about his achievements, already possessing a king's stature and a reputation worthy of royal power.

 Note1: In the Autumn of 312, Ptolemy of Egypt had defeated Demetrius near Gaza. After this victory, he had sent Seleucus to the east. 

Note 2: Seleucus had been satrap of Babylonia between 320 and 315. He had behaved himself as a local king, which must have meant that he took part in the Akitu festival, which must have endeared him to the Babylonians. 

Note 3: He wanted to invade Europe. 

Note 4: Seleucus had visited Miletus and the oracle of the Branchidae at the beginning of the Third Diadoch War. 

Note 5: Between 13 May and 1 June 311. 

Note 6: A station on the Royal road. 

Note 7: The satrap of Aria. 

Chapter 22

Demetrius' Babylonian campaign  

 In May 311, Seleucus unexpectedly captured Babylon, the greatest city in the world and one of the most important parts in the empire of Antigonus Monophthalmus. In the autumn of 311, he sent his son Demetrius to expell Seleucus. His expedition did not reach its aims. 

The story is told by Diodorus of Sicily (World history 19.100.5-7). The translation was made by Russel Geer. 

So Demetrius, having set out from Damascus in Syria, carried out his father's orders with zeal. Patrocles, who had been established as general of Babylonia by Seleucus, hearing that the enemy was on the frontiers of Mesopotamia, did not dare await their arrival since he had few men at hand; but he gave orders to the civilians to leave the city, bidding some of them cross the Euphratesand take refuge in the desert and some of them pass over the Tigris and go into Elam to Euteles and to the Red Sea [1]; and he himself with what soldiers he had using river courses and canals as defenses, kept moving about in the satrapy, watching the enemy and at the same time sending word into Media to Seleucus about what was taking place from time to time and urging him to send aid as soon as possible. 

When Demetrius on his arrival at Babylon found the city abandoned, he began to besiege the citadels. He took one of these and delivered it to his own soldiers fur plundering; the other he besieged for a few days and then, since the capture required time, left Archelaus, one of his friends, as general for the siege, giving him 5,000 infantry and 1,000 cavalry, while he himself, the time being close at hand at which he had been ordered to return, made the march down to the [Mediterranean] sea with the rest of the army.

 Note 1: Euteles may have been Seleucus' commander in Elam; the Red Sea is the ancient name of the Persian Gulf.  
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